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Continuing with our series of stories about Silverton 100 years ago, this article is taken from the Silvertonian Appeal,

April 15, 1910.

A New Play House
Silverton Opera House to be Used as a Moving Picture Entertainment.

L.J Adams is having the opera house remodeled and put into shape for using a moving picture machine.
It is Mr. Adamsé6é intention to give to the public as
other city. He has made arrangements with the Laemmle Film Co. of Portland to furnish four changes per week,

3000 feet of film to be used each nlght The screen is large en

pictures seen in a great many places of this kind.
Mr. Adams has held this matter in contemplation for so

He is now in a position to know just what is required for the instgl
lation of the necessary equipmeand is sparing no expense to
make the undertaking a success.

The public is invited to be present at the grand opening of*;
this new place of amusement Sunday evening, April 17. Three st S

ILVERTON OPERR-HOUS
reels will be used instead of two, as is sometimes the case in s - E
places, using 3000 feet of film during each performance. The p
of admission is 10 cents.

This new arrangement will in no wise interfere with the theatre. The motion pictures will be dispensed

with at any and all times to accommodate plays billed or the Opera House.

We predict a splendid degree of success for Mr. Adams in his new enterprise and feel safe in assuring

just compensation to all who patronize his house.

Ed. Note: The Silverton Opera House was built in 1905 by Edward Porter and Louis Adams and eventu
consisted of a ballroom holding around 60 people. Storefronts lined the length of North Water Street as
along Oak Street. The opera room was 65 x 75 feet with a balcony and gallery and box seats. The sta
25 x 36 feet and had all the up to date curtains and scenery, etc. A room under the stage was used for
and other entertainment. The stage and theater part were located more in the north end, but the entran
always from Oak Street. The building was dedicated with a grand ball in September of 1905.

The other theater in town, the Gem, was built in 1914 and was located across the street, where the Rec
now, on property that was once owned in the 18
Coon. (Polly Coon was responsible for the platting of the town.) Movies were shown there as well, but ¢
time prior to 1922 its operations were moved to the Opera House.

(Continued on Page 2)
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Continued from Page 1)
Porter sold his share of the Opera House to Adams in 1910 and in 1925 his son Alfred Adams bought it
and named the building the Palace Theater. The family owned it for many decades.
In April of 1935 fire destroyed the entire Opera House building along with several businesses on bEth
Water and Oak streets, with estimates of up to $100,000 in damages. Alfred Adams and his wife Esther
lived in apartments over the theater and narrowly
escaped out a second story window. More than
13,000 feet of film in the projection booth caused
explosions helping to spread the fire. The picture
J being shown was fAWest Point o
P Wallace Beery. The safe in the Palace was the one
Coolidge and McClaine brought to Silverton in 1880,
but it was left ajar so many documents that were
inside were lost. The reflection of the fire in the sky
was supposedly seen as far away as Portland.
; = The Palace Theatre was in the process of being remod-
T ‘ , d eled at the time of the fire and-opened in August
The Day After the Opera House Fire that year with 500 seats and the latest improved sound
equi pment, a modern ventilation system and the m
The Anewd Palace Theater closed briefly in July/A
endangered the safety of theater patrons. New carpeting and new seats were also installed at thattime.
Chris Schwab
Article from the April 15, 1910 Silvertonian Appeal
All theatergoers who desire to see a first class entertainment should attend the Cousin Kate Company at|Opera
House Tuesday evening May 12, 1910. This is a guaranteed attraction and one of the best ever staged in Silverton.
Mr. Adams guarantees this to be first class in every respect and invites the public to attend. Tickets now on/sale at
the Opera House office Admission $1.00, 75, 50 and 35.
Ar
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April Member Program
Bill Predeeki Proposed Mt. Angel Historical Society
Monday, April 19, 20107 7:00 pm
Silverton Museum
Join us at the museum as Bill Predeek, one of the organizers of the Mt. Angel Historical Society, updates
us on their planning process. This should bring
early days!
Since last summer, a core group including Bill, Brother Cyril from the Abbey, Sister Alberta from the
convent, Gary Edwards, and Nancy Bochsler have been holding meetings to gather support for t
project. You may also have seen some of their displays of historic Mt. Angel pictures at various events.
Letdéds share our support, ideas and interest| with

guestions, they can contact Bill at 58852464 orpredeek@mtangel.net the SCHS Museum at
503-87-7070 orsilverton.museum@live.com Chris Schwab
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SCHS Search for Lover of History

Does your idea of a fun time involve burying your nose in ayH20 old newspaper, searching out little
gems of stories about the lives and times of our ancestors? Do you feel compelled to slip old photo-
graphs into protective plastic sleeves and tuck quilts into acid free tissue paper? Are you eager to learn
more about the history of Silverton by introducing people to the likes of Homer Davenport, June Drake,
the Coolidges, the Allens, Polly Crandall Coon and others? Are you thinking to yourself that you are
finally ready to step up your involvement in the Historical Society to a new level?

Wel | have we got the fAjobodo for youl!

As you will read elsewhere in this newsletter, aftepli@ years, our fantastic volunteer Curator,

Carolyn Hutton, has expressed an interest in stepping down as Head Curator for the SCHS Museum at
the end of this year. We are of course heartsick at this news, but, as most of us are acquainted with the
phenomenon of burnout ourselves, we understand. ti8osearch is on. We know there is someone

out there who loves Silverton, who appreciates its history, and who would be willing to take on a more
active role in making sure this history is saved for future generations.

Trust mei you wouldnotbe working by yourself. Carolyn has put together a curatorial committee

that is second to none: a group of volunteers willing to serve as museum hosts, to help with processing
new donations, to lead tours; a bunch of people who thrive on research projects, setting up displays and
just plain talking ASilverton. o You canét buy a

The position of Curator will appeal to someone who likes order and detail, but at the same time, some-

one who relishes the unusual, the unpredictable. An afternoon could be spent marking recent donations

with accession information, the next morning you could be sharing the excitement of a group of third

graders as they view the stump of the ancient oak tree for the first time, and then on the weekend, June
Drakebds granddaughter could stop in seeking infor

If this sounds like a venture you could be interested in and you have questions, call us at the museum:
5038737070 or send anmail to silverton.museum@live.comTake us up on this offer early and get

the benefit of Carolyndéds vast experience as she t
Chris Schwab

How to have fun as curator!



