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Volunteer Profile
Chris Schwab

The volunteer profile of Chris 
Schwab is long over-due, mainly 
because she likes to keep a low 
one.  Starting this year on her 
second two-year term as Board 
Secretary, Chris also helps make 
deposits, implements the monthly 
program meetings and keeps the 
rest of us on track for making 
deadlines.  She hosts at the
museum on every 5th Saturday but 
has made many flying trips over to 
the museum to help a visitor who 
found himself or herself in Silverton on the wrong day to visit the 
museum.

This newsletter is the result of her and Larry Thomas putting their 
heads together; they are the ideas and manpower behind this 
production.  (So you see, I cannot slip this past her.  She once 
described herself as the Queen of Red-Pencil editing.  My only 
hope is that she doesn’t red-pencil this whole article.)  

Chris not only has ideas, she puts them in gear, working many 
hours at the museum to make it all happen.  In an effort to 
promote the museum and make tourists aware of our Open hours, 
she developed, made and distributed a triangle-shaped notice to 
set on tabletops at local restaurants, with their permission of 
course.  If she isn’t working part-time or babysitting her two 
granddaughters, she is right there helping with tours, setting up 
displays, cleaning (sometimes three things at once), taking the 
initiative with whatever project needs to be done.

She is our cheerleader, our advocate, our public relations 
vanguard.  And besides all of that, she is the daughter-in-law of 
the late Arland “Babe” Schwab of Silverton’s semi-pro Red Sox 
baseball team!

Carolyn Hutton
A postscript:
After reading Carolyn’s I have to add that Chris’s help with all of 
our committees especially being the main volunteer for making 
sure we are all on task for the Home Tour this year and the 
person we can all count on to be there if we need a answer or help 
with any task. Her experiences are a valuable resource for all.

Larry Thomas

Third

Grade

 Tours

Every

May

Like robins in spring-time, we have come to expect and 
anticipate the arrival of Eugene Field’s third grade classes.  
This year was no exception.  Curious little faces, arms 
raised, asking questions to which we, hopefully, have the 
answer.  They keep us on our toes, noticing things that had 
escaped our ‘adult’ attention.  It pays to see things through a 
child’s eyes.

Five classes spread out over 3 days; each class averaged 23 
students accompanied by at least four adults.

The kids have been well-briefed before they get to the 
museum but there are still a few who forget they are not to 
touch anything.  It takes about an hour to see both floors and 
the Depot.  They sit and stand patiently (or not) listening to 
an introductory talk, eager to explore.

We try to show them items used in everyday life 80 – 100 
years ago and how a modern technology, as simple as 
electricity, changed people’s lives forever.  They see the old 
Victrola and think of their TV’s, the toy room compared to 
their Game Boys (a few recognize the pogo stick).  They see 
the old farm and logging tools in the Depot and realize how 
hard life was ‘back then’.

These volunteers helped with the tours: Irene Armbruster, 
Barbara Dettwyler, Jack Hande, Kathy Hunter, Chris 
Schwab and myself.  Many thanks to all of you!

Carolyn Hutton

Museum and Office  428 South Water Street
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President’s Message

Upcoming Member Program Schedule

We are well aware that summer is a very hectic time of year, but the Historical Society hopes to entice you to 
include our stimulating and interesting monthly programs as you make your summertime plans.  Don’t spend 
your hard earned dollars filling your car’s tank up to find enlightenment and adventure elsewhere–we think we 
can offer some satisfying alternatives right here in your own hometown.

Monday. June 16, 7:30 p.m.– Join us as we inaugurate the new walking tour of the down town historic 
district.  We will meet at the museum at 7:30 p.m. and spend a pleasant hour or so learning more about the Wolf 
building, the Cottage Hotel and the Wolfard General Store, to name a few of the sites located in the new bro-
chure developed and finalized just this month by Silverton’s Historic Landmark Commission. Thank you to 
Elaine Mahoney and Valerie Martinson for all their hard work on the brochure. (In case of really inclement 
weather an alternate program will be offered at the museum—but a little rain won’t stop us.  Bring your 
umbrella!)

Saturday, July 19, 11:00 am to 5:00 p.m. – Historic Home Tour– Celebrate Silverton’s Architectural 
Heritage as you explore six historic homes, the Palace Theater, an old house for sale and a neo-Victorian home.  
This is a wonderful opportunity to spend a leisurely day immersed in local history and small town ambiance.  
(No Monday evening program this month.)

Monday, August 18 – Time and location to be announced –SCHS potluck and post-Homer Davenport Days 
party.  Come for good food and a relaxing time visiting with your friends and neighbors.

September – Date and Time to be announced –You can never have too many parties!  The Ames-Warnock 
house, home of the Silverton Country Museum turns 100 this year.  Join us for cake and prizes at a special 
birthday get-together!

Monday, September 29 – 7:30 p.m. – Fischer Building –Mark your calendars now as we prepare for Ore-
gon’s Sesquicentennial and welcome avid historian Janice Marschner who will talk to us about her latest book, 
Oregon 1859 – a Snapshot in Time.  An inspiring, close-up portrait at the moment of statehood, Oregon 1859
will light the way back for anyone who wants to see Oregon today as it was then.  Truly a program you will want 
to attend!

Just to bring you all up to date on how things are moving along. One of our 
major goals for the summer is to get the Observation Post moved to the 
museum grounds, but in order to do this, we have to move the gazebo and 
old oak stump. The city suggested we move it by the old railroad track in 
back of the museum where the public will be able to access it. Now it’s time 
to lighten the load, remove the old shingles from the gazebo and some 
disassembly so we can move it by hand, make some new cement pads for the 
stump.  I hope to have some good weather on the upcoming Thursdays for 

this project and looking for a few volunteers to help me. Remember if you would enjoy making a new 
home for Silverton’s famous Oak Tree stump for the future meet me at the museum on Thursdays.  I 
know when we get the old gazebo site ready for the Observation Post here, it’s arrival will be a very 
special dedication event. If you can plan on coming by leave your name and number at the museum. I 
will return your call and give all of the details on the project.
Thank you in advance for your help and participation in this project     Larry Thomas
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MAY PROGRAM MEETING

It was a small, but interested group that met May 19th at the museum to hear Tracy Plotner 
talk about different kinds of irises, the American Iris Society research library, and to learn 
how Dr. Kleinsorge, Rholin Cooley and the American Iris Society came together to build a 
part of Silverton history.

Tracy is the president of the Greater Portland region of the American Iris Society.  She and 
her husband, Will, also manage and maintain the AIS library located in the basement of the 
Silverton Community Center.  Since a huge percentage of the world’s irises are grown in 
the Willamette Valley, their goal is to eventually set up an iris museum to display all the 
material they have accumulated.

Dr. Rudolph Ernst Kleinsorge came to Silverton in 1909 at the request of an old college 
friend, Dr. F.M Brooks.  Dr. Brooks’ wife, Mrs. Jessie Brooks, was the daughter of one of Silverton’s first doctors: Dr. Platt 
Davis and had his office on the corner of N. Third St. and Oak.  Dr. Kleinsorge was to live in Silverton for the rest of his 
life (1883-1978) with time out for service in WWI in the Ambulance Corps.

He built a house on the corner of E. Main and S.Third St., served on the Silverton School Board, and Oregon State Board of 
Education; was Silverton’s health officer and saw patients in his office on the second floor of the old Masonic Building.  In 
addition to all of that, he found the time to have a hobby: hybridizing iris for which he won numerous Awards of Merit from 
the American Iris Society.  Dr. Kleinsorge had his gardens on the NE corner of Third and E. Main, across the street from his 
house.

Enter Rholin Cooley, born in Silverton to a pioneering family (Oregon Trail, 1846).  He married Pauline Morley, another 
pioneer descendant.  In 1923, Dr. Kleinsorge gave the Cooleys an iris rhizome and a business empire was born.  The 
Cooley's published their first catalogue in 1928.  I remember Cooley’s at 310 James St., between the creek and the railroad 
in the 1950’s.  What is now Almquist Studios was Cooley’s business office.

They have grown from 10 acres in 1930 to 300 
today.  It’s been a family operation from the 
beginning, offering outstanding beautiful irises that 
are shipped around the world, and now they are 
winning their own awards.  The head of the busi-
ness now is Rick Ernst, grandson of Rholin Coo-
ley.  We send Rick our congratulations on his John 
Wister Award, presented to him by the American 
Iris Society for his hybridizing of the iris named 
“Ring-Around-the-Rosy”.

Carolyn Hutton

       If you missed the meeting or didn’t take notes we have a DVD of the event you can rent for Free at the museum.

Some of you may have noticed new additions to your favorite restaurant or 
coffee house around town:  small buff-colored "table-tents" advertising your 
favorite Silverton Country Museum!  This is just one of the projects we are 
working on to create more awareness of the museum, so when you see one, 
please bring it to attention of your fellow diners. (I don't mean dancing on the 
table with one on your head…although, if you think it will work, go ahead.) 
We would really appreciate it if you let others know you are a member and 
encourage them to visit us.  Every opportunity we get to share information 
about our museum helps. Thanks!

Chris Schwab
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Historical Society Assisting with Oral Histories

President Larry Thomas, Curator Carolyn Hutton and board member Kathy Hunter of Silverton Country Historical 
Society introduced the Willard Women’s Club to our oral history project on April 15.

The oldest members of the group offer a treasury of memories of the Willard community in the Waldo Hills. Once a 
driving force in the community, the club has changed with the years, and now it is a much smaller group with only a 
few older members. However, the younger women are interested in preserving what their older friends know of life 
in the Waldo Hills area in the first half of the 1900s.

A lunch and social meeting at Erika Toler’s historic GeerCrest home included Larry’s explanation of how an oral 
history is taken and recorded by computer. He played recently recorded oral history tapes and demonstrated how it is 
done using the society’s new, up-to-date equipment.

Willard Women’s Club members present on April 15 included Delora Geyer, Vesper Geer, Eleanor Paget, Susan 
Pharris, Jane Jones (also an SCHS member) and Erika Toler. Emphasizing the club’s importance in the community, 
Erika, Carolyn and Delora later met with Edith “Edie” Kaser at her home to discuss an oral history with her. A date 
was decided, and she will be interviewed in June. In addition, another member, Lois Andresen, has agreed to an oral 
history when she is available in the fall.

Kathy Hunter

Willard Women’s Group Remembers Yesteryear

Researching Your Family History   
A newly-formed genealogy group has begun meeting at Silver Falls Library.  The group gets together on the 
2nd Tuesday of each month from 10 am to 12 noon in the Program Room at the Library.  

For more information contact Lynn Williams at (503)873-6984.



P a g e  5 S i l v e r t o n  C o u n t r y

The Silverton Country Historical Society wishes to extend its condolences to the family 
and friends of the inimitable Budd Sheesley, long time Society member who passed away 

May 8, 2008

Father’s Day—Sunday, June 15, 2008
“The first known celebration of Father's Day was on July 5, 1908 in Fairmont, West 
Virginia, where it was commemorated at William Memorial Methodist Episcopal Church 
South - now known as Central United Methodist Church. Grace Golden Clayton is believed 
to have suggested it to her pastor after a deadly explosion in nearby Monongah in Decem-
ber, killing 361 men.

It was also during a sermon in 1909 that Sonora Smart Dodd became inspired by Mother's 
Day.  After the death of her mother, Sonora and her siblings were raised by their father Wil-
liam Jackson Smart, a Civil War veteran.  Sonora wanted to show how thankful she was to 
her father and, because William was born in June, she worked to have the first 
Father's Day celebrated on June 19, 1910.

In 1924, President Coolidge recommended that Father's Day become a national holi-
day.  President Johnson designated the third Sunday of June to be Father's Day in 1966.  It 
was not until 1972 that President Nixon instituted Father's Day as a national observance.

Did You Know - Roses are the official flower on Father's Day, red for fathers who are still living and white for those who 
have passed on."

  Researched by Shelly Vandehey on the History Channel on the web.

Historic Home Tour – July 19th

Celebrate Silverton’s Architectural Heritage
We Need You!

The event you all have all been waiting for will take place later this 
summer, Saturday, July 19th to be exact, from 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
Those of you who have participated, either as a visitor or as a volunteer, 
know how much fun it is and what a great opportunity it is to get a 
close-up glimpse of what living in Silverton was like in times gone by.

A project like this cannot be a success, of course, without the help of 
dozens of volunteers.  We’ve heard from some of you who are willing 
to help, but we need to hear from a lot more.  This isn’t your normal 
thankless volunteer effort—it’s an opportunity to be right in the middle 
of sharing Silverton’s history with the rest of the world.  It’s a chance to 

be host or hostess at any one of the gracious homes on the tour.  It’s a time to meet a few hundred people who feel 
the same way you do about history and historic architecture.

There are several ways to volunteer, but hosting at one of the homes is our biggest need—it only takes about 3 1/2 
hours of your time and is really a lot of fun.  (Don’t worry; we will see that you get to view all the homes on the 
tour.) Please call us today if you can help:  Chris at (503)873-4529 or leave a message at the museum: (503)873-
7070.  Thank you!
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Email us   
 Silverton.museum@live.com

Silverton  97381

This color edition is for our on 
line 

members, please forward this 
email to 

Your newsletter staff

 Carolyn         Chris             Larry
New and Renewing Members—

Daniel Froehlich
Craig and Joan Clark
Steve and Nicole Kay
G. Victor Madge Architect, Inc

And thank you to:

 Shirley Semingson 
for her donation in memory of 
Sam Tweed

Carol Smith of 
Carol’s Bookkeeping for her 
continued support.

Your S.C.H.S. Board

Larry Thomas  
Chris Schwab
Gina DeCola
Carolyn Hutton
Ray Hunter
Kathy Hunter
Molly Murphy
Irene Armbuster
Scott Guenther
Vacancy
Vacancy

July 15,
Father’s Day

All Day 
Sunday

Please send correspondence 
to

 The Silverton Country 
Historical Society

428 South Water Street
Silverton, Oregon  97381

Message phone 
503-8737070

Email
Silverton.museum@live.com


