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Silverton Country
Historical Society

Miniatures on Display 
for May at the Museum

A continuation of the handiwork of Mary Ruhl 
Dodds is currently on view at the Museum in 
the form of nine separate miniature room dis-
plays and houses, including an adobe haci-
enda, a country store and a parlor decorated for 
Christmas.  

Each work is delightful in it’s detail—see if 
you can find the tiny pincushion, a mousetrap, 
scissors.  Marvel at the cereal boxes, the tiny 
bolts of fabric and an elfin quilt, dozens of 
decorated cakes.  You will find yourself trans-
ported back to childhood as you press your 
nose against the display case!

Volunteer Profile
Joan Sprug

The Volunteer Profile Spotlight 
for this month is beaming on 
Joan Sprug, one of our longest, 
active volunteers.   Joan can be 
found, on the fourth Saturday of 
every month, opening up the 
museum to visitors.  For years 
she partnered with Amy 
Hanson.  When Amy became ill 
and had to cancel her 
commitments, Wanda Casey 
stepped up and has been a 
faithful teammate with Joan for several years.

Joan has served as secretary and vice-president of the 
Historical Society and has worked on a multitude of other 
jobs around the museum.  When I first met Joan, she was 
typing all the cards for the collection’s Accession Card 
Catalog.  She is always there to help on our cleaning days 
and when we have special tours or projects.   Ninety-nine 
percent of the time she says yes when I call for help.

Joan has also volunteered at the Silverton Library for many 
years.  She can be found in the back room mending books 
or getting them ready to go out on the shelves.  Her 
husband volunteers at the library at Mt. Angel Abbey.  
These folks know books and so Joan is my favorite 
resource when I have book questions.   She readily gives 
advice and offers suggestions on their care.

When Joan isn’t busy with the museum or the library, she’s 
tending her Mt. Angel home and awaiting visits from one 
(or all) of her six children who live throughout the U.S.

Thanks, Joan, for your steady, reliable, help and support.  If 
the caliber of an organization is measured by volunteers 
like you, then we have the very best, A-plus museum and 
Historical Society.

Carolyn Hutton
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President’s Message

P a g e  2 S i l v e r t o n  C o u n t r y

Well, by the time this newsletter gets out, I hope we have had a 
great day welcoming the visitors that were here for the Wine & 
Jazz Festival on Saturday, May 10.  At the last minute, we were 
invited to participate and we decided to extend our regular 
Saturday hours to 12 noon to 6 pm.  Invitation tickets were made 
up allowing free admission to the Museum and a chance for a 
door prize, to encourage lots of visitors. The tickets were given 
along with the packet for all of the people attending the Festival. 
I want to say thanks to everyone "that" does the extra when 
called on at the last minute to help promote and educate the 
public that we have a very special museum and staff here.

Larry Thomas

President’s Message

Our lineup for available DVDs

SCHS Member meeting guest speakers

March 08 at the Fisher building
Dorothy Bronk-Waiser   The Geology of Silverton 

Why we have such rich soil
April 08 at the Museum

Jack Hande Life in Silverton with Jack
Some of his personal tales.

Wanda Casey
Personal History

Dora Palmquist
Personal History

The Graves 
Personal History

Re recorded to DVD from VHS tapes
Silverton Home Movies

Collection of Home movies
Ron English and Carleton Brown

Filmed at the museum
Silverton Fires

Melvin Simon Hewett
Filmed at the museum
Personal History

Vince Till
Filmed at Homer Days
Silverton Murals

Ken & Dolores Blust 
Silverton history

Silverton Artist’s
Filmed in Silverton
Local Artist’s Interviews

We are taking our Oral History to the membership
Our members can rent for FREE or buy for $10.

Be sure and watch for the new releases and let us know it you 
have some personal history with Silverton that you would like to 
share.  Give us a call at  503-873-7070
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A tall, distinguished gentleman stopped by the Silverton 
Country Historical Society Museum earlier this year to 
meet with President Larry Thomas. The purpose of 
Clayton Zeeb’s visit was to personally write a check for 
a generous donation from the William and Virginia Herr 
Living Trust, which he oversees. Trustee Clay Zeeb is a 
logical candidate to administer the funds. Clay’s mother, 
Bertha, was Bill Herr’s sister and Clay himself attended 
school for a time in Silverton as well.  His cousin is 
Dolores Herr Blust, an active Historical Society mem-
ber, and the daughter of Bill Herr’s brother Gus, a 
longtime Silverton barber.  A good choice to help this 
generous couple share a lifetime of savings with others.

But just who were Bill and Virginia Herr?  Well, anyone 
who ever knew them, says niece Dolores Blust, would 
say how genuinely likable and sweet they were and how 
much in love they seemed to be, even as they were well 
into their later years.  

William Gaylord Herr moved to the Silverton area from 
North Dakota in 1937 at the age of 21. He learned the 
watch repair trade after being stricken with, and then 
cured of, tuberculosis and eventually opened his own 
watch repair and jewelry shop here in Silverton in 1953.  
The first spot for Bill’s shop was in the Kolln Building 
on Oak Street; he then moved to a corner of the Carl 
Hande Hardware Store.  The last location for Herr’s 
Watch Repair was a small shop on North Water Street 
next to Fish's Bakery.  To balance the precise and 
meticulous watch repair profession, Bill was a lover of 
the outdoors, an avid sportsman and enthusiastic 
fisherman, not to mention golfer, bowler and basketball 
fan.  Bill ultimately retired from his shop in the 1990’s.

Virginia Ann Borgaard was born in Junction City in 
1921 and graduated from high school there.  She worked 
as a bookkeeper at various companies, but when she met 
and married Bill on December 27, 1965, she became a 
homemaker and helped Bill with his shop.  She loved to 
sew and was known for the beautiful teddy bears she 
made for her nieces and nephews. 

Bill and Virginia married relatively late in life – in fact a 
Silverton Appeal article from 1957 called Bill Herr one 
of Silverton’s “bachelor fraternity, and an eligible catch 
for some fair damsel.”

Well, the “fair damsel” was Virginia and her sweet 
nature and sense of humor captured Bill’s heart.  

They shared 39 years together until Bill’s death 
in 2004.  Virginia died not long after, in 2007.  
The couple had no children of their own, but 
they were well loved by many Borgaard, Herr 
and Zeeb nieces and nephews.  

Evidently, theirs was a frugal and simple lifestyle 
with wise investment choices. They were able to 
make plans to provide for others upon their death by 
establishing the Bill and Virginia Herr Living Trust.  
For example, a recent recipient of the generosity of 
the trust has been the community of Vernonia 
following last winter’s flooding.  

And so, Clay Zeeb came to the Museum to make sure 
that the memory of Bill and Virginia, unassuming 
and gracious participants in Silverton’s history, 
continues on in the little town they grew to love.  The 
generous donation will provide funding for several 
projects that will ensure that the museum and its 
contents remain accessible to the entire community 
for many generations. 

Thank you Bill and Virginia.

Chris Schwab

Museum Donation
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Silverton’s Historic 
Landmarks Commission

This place matters! That is the theme of the 2008 
National Historic Preservation Month celebrated 
throughout the month of May throughout the country.  
Locally, Silverton’s Historic Landmarks Commission 
(HLC) has been echoing that sentiment since their 
founding in 2006.  The Silverton HLC was created by 
Silverton City Council with the goal to protect and pre-
serve Silverton’s valued cultural and historic resources 
for future generations.  To carry out this goal, the HLC 
identifies, evaluates, and participates in the historic 
landmark designation process.  Additionally, it reviews 
renovations and alterations within the recognized 
historic district to ensure that historic buildings are 
maintained with materials and aesthetics befitting their 
time period.

The current HLC members reflect a diverse cross 
section of Silverton residents.  They have experience in 
sundry fields, but share a common affinity and 
knowledge of Silverton and its history.  Chairperson 
Greg Smith is an information technology professional 
with a broad knowledge of local history.  Vice Chair-
person Valerie Martinson has resided in Silverton for 
seven years and is an active member of school and his-
torical committees.  Commissioner Mark Rauch is a 
lawyer and a member of the Planning Commission.  
Commissioner Mike Wellman is a local architect whose 
work includes helping with the Wolf Building restora-
tion and is now working on restoring 101 South Water 
Street.  Commissioner Christine Guenther teaches horse 
back riding lessons, has been active with past Historic 
Home Tours and is a member of Silverton’s Historical 
Society.

Current HLC projects include creating a new Historic 
Walking Tour guide for Silverton, which they hope to 
have available by the end of May, just in time to 
celebrate National Historic Preservation Month.  The 
City of Silverton has a wealth of historic resources 
which will be incorporated in the tour and this 
information can be shared with all who come to the city. 
The HLC welcomes community input and ideas 
regarding the city’s historic resources and programs.  
If you would like more information please contact the 
Silverton Community Development Department at 
(503)874-2207.

Linda Sarnoff

 “Weaving Wright from the Garden”
Contemporary & Original Basket 

Design Show & Sale
Including baskets from the Evelyn Gordon collection

June 1 through 29
Artists’ Reception June 14, 6 to 9 p.m.

This exhibition of original contemporary and traditional 
basket designs and sale will be taking place at the Gordon 
House from June 1 through 29.  The public is also invited 
to join the artists at a reception on June 14 from 6 to 9 
p.m. at the house.  The artists will discuss their work at 7 
p.m.  The evening event honors the artists and their work, 
is free to the public, and provides an opportunity for dis-
cussions about these unique interpretations of geometry, 
texture, and color using basketry methods and materials.  
Basket making demonstrations will also be presented dur-
ing the reception.

The Gordon House art exhibitions are displayed in honor 
of Evelyn Gordon.  Evelyn was an artist, a weaver, and a 
collector of fine works of art.  The Gordon family has 
loaned baskets from Evelyn’s personal collection for dis-
play during the Basket Show

The Basket Artists
The show is presented 
by the Willamette Val-
ley Basket Weavers 
Study Group.  The Bas-
ket Weavers Group has 
worked together for 14 
years and the artists are 
members of the Colum-
bia Basin Basketry 
Guild.  By their hands 
they gather and prepare 
materials and weave them into baskets that range from 
utilitarian to fine art works.  The images included are rep-
resentational of the types of employment done by the 
basket artists and include more pedestal than wall pieces.

The Gordon House is open Thursday through Monday 
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Guided tours are $5 per person.  
Art show admittance is $2, and Gordon House members 
are free.

Molly Murphy
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April Member Program
If you were walking by the Museum on Monday, April 21st, you probably heard the sound of laughter and people 
generally having a good time.  Society members and guests were enjoying a talk by Jack 
Hande as he shared some of his experiences growing up in Silverton.  Jack has lived in 
Silverton since the age of 6 months, so his stories could fill volumes…and have.   Through-
out the evening Jack told stories about wooden sidewalks, the high school bonfires before big 
football games and the serpentine through town, his WWII model plane collection given 
away by his mother, the observation post, and lots of other tales remembered from his youth.  
Jack also read excerpts from his most recent book, Silverton Stories from the 1920’s-30’s and 
40’s, Volume III, published this year. 

As a boy, Jack seemed to have a natural affinity for cartooning and 
was even asked to contribute a page of cartoons for his graduating class yearbook.  A 
prolific drawer, he has accumulated over 1,000 cartoons and has used hundreds of them in 
the books that he has complied and self-published.  Jack’s books are a wonderful 
assortment of stories he collects from local citizens who share their 
memories of Silverton’s early days.  His cartoons give an account as 

vivid as the stories themselves.  His first work, put together in 2002 came as the result of 
listening to his friends and former classmates tell stories that “disappeared into the air” and he 
felt compelled to try to preserve as many as he could.  Jack says the hardest part is not the edit-
ing or the illustrating;  it’s convincing the contributors that their memories are worthwhile.  
Jack seems to be doing a pretty good job—he’s already at work on number four!

It’s Never Too Soon!
Of course by now you have finished your taxes and are enjoying your tax refund—OR you have sullenly written that 
check to the Governor and his henchmen.  The last thing you want to do now is think about your 2008 taxes.  But, with 
very little effort, you can start today to ensure a tax credit for next year--that’s right a tax credit.  A credit is better than a 
deduction—it is an amount you actually subtract from the bottom line taxes that you owe.  And in so doing, you can give 
art, history and culture all around the state, and even your own hometown, a big break.

A little background info:  the Oregon Cultural Trust is a statewide plan that raises amounts of money to invest in Oregon's 
arts, humanities and heritage programs. Funds are collected from donations and then distributed to local communities to 
support their cultural priorities, through a competitive grant process.  So, a gift to the OCT can come back to your favorite 
local organization in the form of grant monies.

And your gift to the OCT gives you that tax break I mentioned.  All you need to do is give throughout the year to your 
favorite non-profit cultural organizations (art societies, museums, libraries, museums, public broadcasting stations, 
museums), keep track of your donations (did I mention that museums qualify?), total ‘em up at tax time, deduct them as 
you itemize, and then—double your investment and save some bucks by matching those 
donations, dollar for dollar, with a contribution to the Oregon Cultural Trust, up to $500 for individuals or $1,000 for 
couples filing jointly.  That contribution will cost you nothing as you can take that amount as a credit—again, 
better than a deduction—off your 2008 taxes.

Such a deal!  Support the arts twice and get a tax credit for doing it.  Contact www. culturaltrust.org or call
(503) 986-0088 or Chris Schwab (503) 873-4529 (csilverton@earthlink.net) for more information. 
It’s not too soon to start!

*************************************
Jack’s books are for sale at the museum, they are handy for you to stop in and pick one up.

       Jack says in his family they would rather use the word convenient. 



428 South Water Street 
office phone  503-873-7070

Email us   
 Silverton.museum@live.com

Silverton  97381

This color edition is for our on 
line 

members, please forward this 
email to 

Thank You” to our new and 
renewing members for April 

and May:
Bo Larsen

Patti Lindquist
Marilyn Frick

Shelly Vandehey
William & Kaysia Underhill

�§
And a special Thank You to 
the Ken and Dolores Blust for 
their donation for the oral 
history program and to Edith 
Kaser for a donation in 
memory of David Finlay.

May Member Meeting

This Memorial Day, many of us will 
stop at Cooley’s Iris Gardens to 

purchase a dozen irises, or six, to 
decorate loved ones graves.  

Most of us have never known a time 
when there wasn’t a Cooley’s Iris Gar-
dens.  Few of us know the history be-

hind Silverton’s Iris industry.  Did you 
know there is a national 

organization dedicated to Irises?  Do you know there is an American Iris Society 
library right here in Silverton?  It’s in the basement of the Silverton Community 

Center and maintained by Tracy Plotner and her husband.  Tracy is president of the 
Greater Portland Iris Society, a regional site for the AIS.

Come learn about Silverton’s contribution to the American Iris Society which dates 
back to the 1920’s.  The program will be presented at the museum, May 19, at 7:30 
p.m.

Our Newsletter Staff

 Carolyn         Chris             Larry


