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Memorial for Quintin

It is with much sadness and regret that I write this column to the 
memory of Quintin Estell who passed away October 25, 2008.  
The Historical Society and the town of Silverton lost a valued 
contributor, patron, advisor, and mentor.

He was a long-time member of the Silverton Country Historical 
Society;  he and his wife, Lois, joined in the early days of the 
formation of the organization.  Quintin served as president at 
least twice.

He had gotten involved in other commitments during the 1990’s.  It was shortly after I joined the “hysterical society” 
as he liked to call it, that a move was initiated to develop a long-range Comprehensive Plan.  Realizing that some 
legal advice would be needed, Quintin was asked to come on board to help us steer clear of future problems.

He did just that.  And more.  After the Plan was completed, Quintin kept coming to meetings and then became our 
president one last time, serving the requisite 2-year term from 2004 – 2006.  Those of us on the Board soon learned 
that if Quintin invited us to his house for the meeting, he would treat us to his orange-cranberry scones.  So wonder-
ful!  (and he shared his recipe)  As Past-President he then served another 2 years on the board, continuing to guide us 
with the wisdom, and sometimes the irascibility, he had earned in 86 years of experience; of sitting on and leading 
innumerable committees and Boards.  He would sit through the meetings, looking at the floor or the tabletop.  A 
newcomer might make the mistake of thinking he was inattentive.  But then, when needed, he would raise his head 
and speak.

He was very committed to his church, St. Edwards Episcopal, he was a Mason from the time he came to Silverton 
and he managed a scholarship fund for the graduates and post-graduates of Silverton High School.  He was known to 
stand in the hallway at the high school and literally reel in seniors, asking if they had applied for scholarship money. 
After they filled out the application, he personally read each one to make sure the student had signed it, dated it and 

filled in all the blanks.

Quintin, with the eye and heart of someone who loves his-
tory and his adopted town, was a dedicated collector.  He 
knew the importance of keeping as many of Silverton’s 
treasures as possible.  The museum’s collection has been 
enriched many times by his donations of Silverton’s 
memorabilia.

I am so glad of the opportunity to get to know him and to 
work with him.  We will all miss him.  And we’re so glad 
he shared his scone recipe; we’ll tell Quintin 
stories every time we eat one.
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President’s Message
Now that the museum is closed for the next few months for housekeeping and just 
a mountain of work for our Curator and her ever diligent staff of volunteers. I 
would like to say don’t be shy and give Carolyn a call if you can donate some of 
your time this winter season to give the interior of our museum a fresh look.  
(503-873-7070)

We have completed the Old Oak Gazebo’s new home and it fits in its new 
location in the park with a new roof and paint to honor a revitalized exhibit of 

Silverton’s past. One of our own
artist’s will be helping to add her 
work to tell the story of the old oak.

Now that the Observation Post is almost complete and a 
sidewalk is being constructed, a little more help is needed 
on the interior floor and furnishing. Then we can get 
started on our biggest under taking—to make access to the 
Depot from the museum. I will be giving you all the 
details in the next few issues. 

Larry Thomas

       CURATOR’S CORNER
October didn’t see too many donations come into the museum in the way of artifacts for the collection. What we did 
have, was requests.  Not all the requests had to be done last month, thank goodness, because I was gone for two 
weeks.  Just keeping them stacked up inside my head grew to be a real challenge.  My calendar never seemed to be 
where it was supposed to be when it was needed, mainly for reassurance that I had written down contact’s phone 
numbers.

I blithely went off on my travels leaving Chris Schwab to manage a school tour from Butte Creek School; which of 
course, she and Kathy Hunter handled beautifully.  Chris said they were the most attentive, curious kids to tour the 
museum.  Butte Creek is located east of town between Silverton and Marquam and this was the first time they had 
been to visit the museum.  We were thrilled to have them come see Silverton’s history.

Another first-time school to visit on Nov. 4 was Silverton Christian School.  Thanks to Barbara Dettwyler for 
helping me show the museum to fourteen great kids.  

Chris and I started a big project before I left.  It was a request from the new managers of Silverton Inn and Suites.  
Focusing on Silverton’s wonderful past, they would like to name their fifteen re-modeled rooms for some of 
Silverton’s well-known people and places.  Victor Madge is putting that together for them.  What they needed from 
us was history and photographs which will be framed and placed in each room.  I have a whole new respect for any-
one having to do any kind of research!

It’s been a big project but it’s been fun because I’ve learned new things and dusted off some of the stories that I 
barely remembered hearing about.  How many of you knew that Richard Miller, the man who donated the property 
for Miller Cemetery northeast of Silverton, was appointed to a committee in 1857 to help write the constitution for 
the soon-to-be-new-state of Oregon?  I think that is really special.

Coming up in December will be a talk to the Genealogy group about doing Oral History interviews and a program 
for the Zenith Club who will be holding their November meeting at the museum.  And, as soon as we have a nice 
fall day, I’ll be taking some students from Silver Creek Fellowship’s after school program over to the Silverton 
Cemetery.  That cemetery has a lot of the old-time Silverton pioneers buried there.  Hopefully the kids will learn a 
bit about Silverton history and why cemeteries should be taken care for and respected.

Carolyn Hutton
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Happy Birthday, Oregon!

Next year, 2009, will mark the 150th anniversary of the establishment of Oregon as the 33rd state in the 
union.  The celebration will kick off on February 14th statewide, but already several towns and organiza-
tions have begun planning to make the observance memorable.  Our speaker at the October member pro-
gram, Judy Lowery, long-time Silverton educator and member of the Oregon150 planning committee, 
provided us with information about upcoming events.

One exciting activity is the production of the musical, “Oregon! Oregon!” written by Stan Freeburg and 
first presented in 1959 for Oregon’s Centennial celebration.  It will be updated for 2009 and performed 
by the Portland group Pink Martini at various locations around the state.  People listening to Judy were 
inspired to investigate the possibility of scheduling the show at the Oregon Garden.  Kathy Hunter 
agreed to try to reach the planners of the concert series at the Garden.

Judy, who oversees student teachers from Western Oregon University, challenged her students to de-
velop lesson plans for the sesquicentennial.  The results included a plan for a quilt subsequently created 
by Robert Frost fifth grade students.  The students used their experiences, imagination and observations 
to create a quilt block in the form of a picture, poem, or short essay that illustrated what Oregon means 
to them.  The blocks were then pieced together in a colorful quilt.  Another lesson plan featured a book 
of stories and drawings by Eugene Field School first graders, which focused on the topic, “the thing I 
love about Oregon is….”.  It was agreed that incorporating these items into a display at the museum in 
February would be an ideal kick-off to the sesquicentennial year.*

The Museum is also tentatively considering a cemetery walk for later next summer which would feature 
actors portraying prominent citizens who are buried at the historic cemeteries.

Keep checking the newsletter or go to “www.oregon150.org” for more information about Oregon’s 150th

birthday celebration.

*(A picture of the quilt and examples of the pages from the book can be seen by going to oregon150.org, 
“education” and clicking on “legacy curriculum lesson plans.”  Select Quilt%20Image.JPG and the 
“Guide lesson plan image .jpg’s.)

“Whatsit?” Member 
Program

November’s member program will be 
the ever-popular “Whatsit?” which 
gives everyone the opportunity to 
stump the “experts” and “not-so-
experts.” If you have an item that you 
think will be difficult to identify (or one that you haven’t a clue about!), bring it to the museum 
on Monday, November 17th at 7:30 p.m.  We may have a few tricks up our sleeves as well.  See 
you then!                                                                     

Chris Schwab
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Thank you to our new and 
renewing members!!

Irene Armbruster
Mike and Linda Whitmore
Tom and Marsha Worthen

Kate Schwab & Paul Groendes
Norman English

Nancy Havens Rose

Thank you to the following 
for their generous donations: 

Beth and David Thrope 

In Memory of Quintin Estell

Edith Kaser
Carolyn Hutton

Your S.C.H.S. Board

Larry Thomas      President
Chris Schwab      Secretary
Gina DeCola       Treasurer
Carolyn Hutton   Curator
Ray Hunter          V.P.
Kathy Hunter
Molly Murphy
Irene Armbuster
Scott Guenther
Vacancy
Vacancy

Did you forget to send in your Christmas story?  Check last month’s newsletter—we need it for the December issue.

This color edition is for our on line 
Members and patrons please forward 

this email to 
your friends and relatives.  


