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Air Mail Comes to Silverton

Bessie Halladay and Henry Alm load-
ing the mail sack, containing 750 air 
mail letters, into the airplane.

May 2008 is the 70th

anniversary of the day 
Silverton had its first and 
only pickup of air mail by 
an airplane from Silver-
ton airport. In 1938 Na-
tional Air Mail Week was
celebrated to commemo-
rate the 20th anniversary 
of the inauguration of 
scheduled air mail service 
in the U.S.  The first flight 
was on May 15, 1918 
from New York to 
Philadelphia and on to Washington D.C. 

During this 20th anniversary week every citizen was encouraged to 
send or receive an air mail letter. Thousands of cities across the U.S. 
were involved in local air mail activities. Silverton was one of about 
10,000 cities that prepared a special cachet for their air mail letters.  
The Silverton cachet was designed by Dr. Keene, a local doctor.  
This cachet pictured Silver Falls, an airplane and wording 
(see picture on page 4).  The cachet was stamped on the air mail 
envelopes used for that day’s mail.  The Silverton Chamber of 
Commerce paid for the airplane pickup of the air mail.  

One thousand seven hundred special one-day-only flights were 
made to pick up air mail letters from cities across the country on 
May 19, 1938.  Forty seven of these flights were flown by women 
pilots.  Silverton was one of these locations served by a woman
 pilot.  The flight started in Marshfield (Coos Bay area) en route to 
Portland with stops in Eugene, Albany, Salem, Silverton, and 
Troutdale.  Bessie Halladay, a well known Oregon woman pilot, 
flew her Eaglerock biplane on the flight.  The airplane was made by 
the Alexander Aircraft Co. of Denver, Colorado and was powered 
by a Wright radial engine.  The Appeal carried a small note at the 
end of the National Air Mail Week article that Bessie Halladay 
would give 15 minute instructional flights for $2.00 or a sightseeing 
flight for $1.00 every Monday at the Silverton airport, weather 
permitting. 

Continued on page 4 

    Patti Lindquist joined SCHS and started 
volunteering at the museum in 2007.  She came 
to us from her native California after 40+ years 
of teaching.  She still gets her “kid-fix” by 
volunteering at two area schools a couple of 
days a week: “doing what I love to do”.  She 
also brought with her some experience as a 
museum volunteer.  That experience, combined 
with a deep, abiding interest in history, has 
made her a very valued member of our 
volunteer roster.  
  Patti co-hosts at the museum on the first Sun-
day of each month and is always willing to 
come and help on project days.

Continued on Page 5  
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President’s Message

Vintage Clothing Display 
at Bush House

The Bush House Museum is offering an exhibit 
of vintage clothing from the years 1860 to 1910.  
The selection of costumes will be displayed 
throughout Bush House until June 1st, and, since 
the collection is quite large, the items on view 
will most likely be changed periodically during 
the display period, tempting the lover of period 
fashion to return several times!

The Bush House Museum is located at 600 
Mission St. SE, in Salem.  Admission is $4.00 
or  $3.00 for seniors.  For more information 
call (503) 363-4714. 
Chris Schwab

Spring is finally here and we can start on doing some 
long awaited outside work. Our outside informational sign 
work is taking shape. The sign committee has selected the 
colors and the construction has started. We are using a sample 
suggestion from Larry Kassell. In the meantime a thank you to 
Chris Schwab for suggesting a moving sign or balloons to 
attract that we are open. I found a rotating open banner while 
at the beach last week and it really works.

Our new committee for oral history has got the 
equipment that was needed for updating and recording our in-
terviews with the ability to produce DVDs. The new video 

camera will give us the opportunity to record and share the member meetings of our guest 
speakers. The Willard Women’s Club has invited us to help with recording their members 
history and they will be giving us many more interesting stories of Silverton country.

The office staff is now going full speed with our new laptop computer for making 
all of our communication possible and we have DSL with a new email address for getting 
the word in and out to everyone so please write and let us know how we are doing at

silverton.museum@live.com and give us your email address.

Larry Thomas

This photograph that Larry Kassell provided is a 
sample suggestion for new signs for the museum; we 
also are planning on updating the sign on the Depot.  
If you have any suggestions on what would work for 
information on the signs send us a email.



P a g e  3V o l u m e  6   I s s u e  4

Silverton Heritage   ~   Historic Home Tour

Celebrate Silverton's Architectural Heritage
Spend a day in our charming town, visiting historic homes and strolling through 
neighborhoods filled with delightful history and architectural heritage.  The third biannual 
Silverton Heritage Home Tour will take place on Saturday, July 19, 2008 from 11 am until 5 
pm.  The event will be hosted by Silverton Heritage, a program of the Silverton Country 
Historical Society.  Six prominent historic homes will have displays featuring what was 
happening locally and nationally in the year the home was built.  The tour will also feature 
an "Old House for Sale" and a Neo-Victorian Home.  Participants will also venture into 
downtown Silverton to the historic Palace Theater to view historic film footage of Silverton's 
past. Be sure to mark your calendars and plan to spend the entire day not just savoring the 
historic tour but also our town’s wonderful antique shops, art galleries, quaint restaurants, 
numerous murals of Silverton's past, and penny parking meters!

Proceeds will benefit SCHS and Silverton Heritage's landmark registry plaque program.   

    Architectural Style                          Owner/Contact                          Location              Description

     1908 Edwardian House                Scott & Christine Guenther                McClaine Street          Century  House/Work in Progress    

 1900 Gothic Revival                    Ray & Kathy Hunter                          Welch Street                Filled with charm 

 1905 Classic Foursquare                 Randal & Kris Thomas                      Coolidge Street       Entertainer's Dream

 1906 Colonial Revival                Jamie & Valerie Martinsen              B Street                     Work in Progress                         

1906 Classic Foursquare              Silverton Country Historical Soc.       South Water               Silverton Museum 

 Commercial Building                        Stu Rassmussen                        Water & Oak               Palace Theater                           

 Neo-Victorian                                   Mark & Rennell Johnston                Abiqua Heights            New old house     

 Old House for Sale         TBA

   

Volunteers Needed!

Contact Chris Schwab (503-873-4529) or Valerie Martinsen (503-873-8713) if you 
would like to volunteer.  Time slots are from 10:30 am to 1:45 pm and from 1:45 
pm to 5:00 pm.  



P a g e  4 S i l v e r t o n  C o u n t r y

The Alexander Eagelrock airplane in front of the crowd of 
Silverton people gathered for the air mail pick-up.  Bessie
 Halladay is standing in front of the airplane on the left.

I remember this special day we were let out of 
school and walked to the airport to observe this 
great event, Silverton’s first and only pickup of air 
mail from our own airport.  We were escorted by 
our teachers and made quite a parade through 
town.  Many of the local businesses were closed 
for this day and a large crowd 
gathered at the airport to witness this event.  It 
was very exciting to see the airplane appear from 
the southwest, fly over our airport and circle to 
land on our grass strip.  With much fanfare, in 
front of a large crowd, Postmaster Henry Alm 
presented the mail sack to Bessie Hallady, the 
pilot, who signed for it and placed it in the 
airplane.  There were 750 airmail letters in the 
sack and each had the Silverton cachet on them.  
After a short talk by Postmaster Alm the airplane 
left to the resounding cheers of the crowd.  
Postmaster Alm provided the school children with a copy of the cachet on plain pieces of paper.  The SCHS Museum has a 
copy of the cachet on a 3 X 5 card that is signed by Bessie Halladay (see picture below).  There was a special stamp issued for 
this occasion.  To honor the Wright brothers this stamp was first sold in Dayton, Ohio May 14, 1938.  It was an air mail stamp 
costing six cents (see picture below) twice the cost of a first class stamp.  A little known fact about the Wright brothers is 
that they lived in the Stayton – Sublimity area before moving to Dayton, Ohio.

Air mail comes to Silverton       
continued from page 1

The cachet and the stamp are copies of the ones used on the 
letters mailed from Silverton that special day.   The actual 
cachet was the same size of the reproduction and the stamp 
copy is larger than the actual stamp.  The cachet was stamped 
on the left side of the envelope and people were advised to put 
the address on the far right side of the envelopes.  I have 
searched the internet and found many envelopes for sale with 
city cachets from this day but none from Silverton.  It would be 
great to have one of these envelopes for the museum collection, 
so look through your old Silverton memorabilia and see if you 
could find one.

All the photos were taken by The Drake Bros. Studio of Silverton, Oregon and are 
now in the SCHS Museum files.  The Silverton Appeal Tribune micro film in the 
Silverton Library was used as a resource for some of the facts.  The internet also was 
a source for some of the information.

Ken Blust March 17, 2008   

Bessie Halladay 
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April Member Meeting
Monday, April 21, 2008

Museum – 7:30 p.m
An Evening With Jack Hande

Join us as we spend an enjoyable evening with Jack Hande as he talks about 
growing up in Silverton. Jack’s recollections will include many things: his Silver-
ton childhood, the Hande family history, the observation post, his books, and 
whatever else we can encourage him to share.  This should be a program that is 
guaranteed to take you back in time!

Jack will have copies of his books Silverton Stories from the 1920’s 30’s and 40’s, Volumes I, II and III available.

WOARE RECALLS EARLY DAYS IN 
THE COMMUNITY

      By Ed Woare

This article was published in the Silverton Appeal Tribune, Jan. 
6, 1950.  In the 1905 census, Ed Woare was listed as being 19 
years old, the oldest of the nine children who came to Silverton 
with their parents, Ole and Mary Woare.  In the 1950’s there 
weren’t many oral histories being done.  Thank goodness Mr. 
Woare took the time to write down his memories.

Carolyn Hutton 

Continued from our March Newsletter

     Our folks and others of Norwegian ancestry say that this part 
of the state resembles very much the terrain in Norway.  Our fam-
ily always said one had to be away from the Willamette valley a 
short time to really get a feeling of appreciation of the beauty 
hereabouts.  We sometimes forget to see the grandeur of the 
mountains, or the sheer beauty of the timbered hills until some 
stranger in our midst becomes enthused over the scenes.
     The abundance of rain for which Oregon is noted, is after all 
the great source of our abundant crops of fruits and grains.  Ore-
gonians have a saying “there are no crop failure in Oregon” and 
those who have lived here for years can vouch for this truth.
     There were only 13 houses east of the main part of town in-
cluding the old house that stood in the DeGuire pasture.  These 
included the Sam Ames, Frank Lund, LeRoy Brown, E. Rupe, 
Galbraaith, G.A. Webb, M.E. DeGuire, Frank DeGuire, Frank 
Simeral, G. Opsund, St. John’s parsonage and church, and 
I. Ingrbretson.  There was a dense oak grove all about the old St. 
John’s church, now called Immanuel church.  There was no street 
laid out about the church then.  Churchgoers just turned in to the 
grounds and put their horses under the church shed to protect 
them from the rains.

Continued from Patti Linquist  Page 1

Patti’s most wonderful contribution for the museum
 collection has been her skill with sewing.  Taking a 
pattern that we had here at the museum and measurements 
of the lengths of uniforms, coats, dresses, etc, she has 
started making protective covers for the museum’s 
clothes.  She sewed 25 yards worth of unbleached 
muslin into dust covers and has donated another whole 
bolt of muslin in order to complete the project 
(the museum has a lot of clothes!).
    Since one of the purposes of the museum is to 
protect the collection and help items survive for as long as 
possible, in the best possible condition, Patti is 
certainly helping us achieve this goal!  I thank her for 
each and every stitch!
Carolyn Hutton

Partnering With Silverton Historic 
Landmarks Commission

The Silverton Country Historical Society 
Museum and the Silverton Historic Land-
marks Commission will be working 
together to enhance the educational oppor-
tunities offered by your museum.  SHLC 
will assist us in the funding of our newslet-
ter, in brochure development and other pro-
jects currently in the developmental stage.  



428 South Water Street 
office phone  503-873-7070

Email us   
 Silverton.museum@live.com

Silverton  97381

This color edition is for our on 
line 

members, please forward this 
email to 

Don’t forget about mothers day next month !
Here is one we enjoyed from our collection 
printed in 1909

A special Thank You to our new and renewing members 
for March and April:

Ed & Julie Bowles Jan Foraker
The Home Gardener Edna Yates
Marcella Gentzkow Bill Predeek
Mary Jo Moles Jeff and Cindy Lampa
Duane & Paulette Olson Patty Walker Riley
Susy Riches Larsen & Flynn Insurance
Arlene Brenden Dorothy Brown-Kwaiser
Gorden House Cooley’s Gardens
Patty Walker Riley


